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The Closed WorldThe Closed World

Cultural history of Cultural history of 
the SAGE air the SAGE air 
defense system and defense system and 
the SDI projectthe SDI project

Edwards, Paul. Edwards, Paul. The Closed The Closed 
World: Computers and the World: Computers and the 
Politics of Discourse in Cold Politics of Discourse in Cold 
War AmericaWar America. Cambridge, MA: . Cambridge, MA: 
MIT Press, 1996.MIT Press, 1996.



““The Systems Approach”The Systems Approach”

Hughes, Thomas Parke. Rescuing 
Prometheus. 1st ed. New York: 
Pantheon Books, 1998.

Hughes, Agatha C., and Thomas Parke 
Hughes. Systems, Experts, and 
Computers : The Systems Approach in 
Management and Engineering, World 
War Ii and After, Cambridge, Mass.: 
MIT Press, 2000.



The Corporate War Room…The Corporate War Room…

““the warthe war--
room room 
atmosphere atmosphere 
is growing is growing 
up fast” up fast” 
((The The 
Corporate Corporate 
Command Command 
PostPost, 1968), 1968)

““one by one , the same applications that are one by one , the same applications that are 
pioneered and proven in military use ultimately pioneered and proven in military use ultimately 
find their way into business” (1968)find their way into business” (1968)



……a Utopian Visiona Utopian Vision

Widener, W. 
Robert. "New 
Concepts of 
Running a 
Business." Business 
Automation 13, no. 
4 (1966): 38-43, 63.

“a more relaxed, leisurely management environment. 
The uneasiness will be replaced by a feeling of 
confidence in the completeness and timeliness of 
information and in the decisions based on that 
information….”



Haigh, Thomas. "Inventing 
Information Systems: The 
Systems Men and the 
Computer, 1950-1968." 
Business History Review 75, no. 
1 (2001): 15-61.



Great dreams…Great dreams…



…… but limited respectbut limited respect



MIS Will Realize Potential of computer…MIS Will Realize Potential of computer…

Harvard Business Review Harvard Business Review -- 19641964



Univac Advertisement, early 50sUnivac Advertisement, early 50s



Univac Advertisement, Business Week 1965Univac Advertisement, Business Week 1965



““Blueprint for a Typical Information System”Blueprint for a Typical Information System”

Alberts, Warren E. 
"Proper Perspectives in 
Developing 
Management Controls." 
In Management 
Control Systems, edited 
by Donald G. Malcolm 
and Alan J. Rowe, 13-
27. New York: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 
1960.
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